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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-52 are currently presented and have been examined. 

It is noted that a new Examiner has been assigned to this 
case. Any future correspondence regarding this case should be 
directed to the Examiner listed below. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR'l. 17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the- 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 18 
September 2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-52 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because Figure 7 misspells the 
word "context" as "contex". Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
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amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." 
If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d) . If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 3 5 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and 
of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor 
of carrying out his invention. 
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Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the enablement requirement. 
The claim (s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

Claims 1-44 recite "isochronous context data". This 
limitation was not described in the specification in order for 
one skilled in the art to make and/or use the invention since 
the specification fails to mention this specific limitation and, 
therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would not know how 
to make such data or how to preload such data as claimed. 

If the Applicant traverses the Examiner's rejection, it is 
requested that the Applicant amend the claim to recite the 
specific limitation found in the specification and to 
specifically point out the support for the limitation. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly- 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
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out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-44 recite "current processes" and "subsequent 
processes". Claims 45-52 recite "subsequent isochronous 
processes". It is unclear which processes are being referred to, 
therefore, the claims fail to particularly point out which 
current processes are executed in an uninterrupted sequence and 
specifically which subsequent processes or isochronous processes 
the isochronous context data or isochronous data is preloaded 
for . 

Claims 3-5 recite "said concurrent context switching 
procedure". In view of claim 1 which recites "switching 
procedures", it is unclear as to which of the plurality of 
procedures is being referred to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



Application/Control Number: 09/661,226 Page 
Art Unit: 2143 

Claims 1-3, 21-23, and 43-44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent No. 5,528,513 A 
to Vaitzblit et al . 

Regarding claim 1, Vaitzblit discloses a system for 
performing a concurrent context switching procedure, comprising 

a main context that is configured to support system 
execution tasks; ("general-purpose"; column 3, lines -34-43) 

a first concurrent context ("isochronous class") that 
supports first concurrent procedures ("tasks") and a second 
concurrent context that supports second concurrent procedures; 
(Examiner's note: the concurrent context procedures are 
individualized "tasks" wherein the "isochronous class" has 
"streams of different periods"; column 4, lines 15-47, 
specifically lines 21-33)- 

a context control module that controls switching 
("preempting" or "alternating") procedures between said main 
context, said first concurrent context, and said second 
concurrent context; (column 4, lines 48-67; column 5, lines 15- 
33) and 

a processor that executes current processes in an 
interrupted sequence ("processing quantum") while said context 
control module simultaneously preloads ("queues") isochronous 
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context data needed for executing subsequent processes, (column 
4, lines 54-64; see also column 6, lines 46-52) 

Claims 21 and 43-44 are also rejected since these claims 
recite substantially the same limitations as recited in claim 1 

Regarding claim 2, Vaitzblit discloses the system of claim 
1 wherein said first concurrent context and said second 
concurrent context support isochronous processes for handling 
time-sensitive isochronous information, (column 4, lines 15-47, 
specifically lines 21-33) 

Claim 22 is also rejected since this claim recites 
substantially the same limitations as recited in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 3, Vaitzblit discloses the system of claim 
3 wherein said concurrent context switching procedure occurs in 
one of a computer device, a set-top box, and electronic network 
device, and a consumer electronic device, ("server"; column 3, 
lines 17-20) 

Claim 23 is also rejected since this claim recites 
substantially the same limitations as recited in claim 3. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-3918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5 :30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wiley, can be 
reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300 . 

information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you' have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPT0 Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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